A Journey Through Lent

Program Notes - Dr. Melanie Turgeon

Tonight’s concert acknowledges and celebrates the 10th Anniversary of
Kappella Kyrie Slavic Chamber Choir. It seems most fitting to have The
King’s University Chamber Choir and Drs. Joachim Segger and Charles
Stolte participate because they have been our most consistent guest
over the years. Kappella Kyrie and King’s Chamber Choir toured together
through Poland, Slovakia, and Hungary in 2014.

Great Lent is a time of preparation for the most significant feast of the
liturgical year, Pascha (Easter). This period customarily involves fasting
with increased devotion and prayer. Because more services are celebrated there is a generous amount of beautiful Lenten music.
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We begin tonight’s program with a recently composed arrangement of
All of Creation Rejoices. This is a Marian Hymn sung at the Liturgy of St.
Basil the Great, celebrated merely ten times each year, the majority of
which are during Lent. Another significant Lenten service is the Liturgy of
Presanctified Gifts. Tonight you will hear one selection from this weekday Liturgy: Sheremetev’s Now the Powers of Heaven. Kappella Kyrie will
also sing two very contrasting settings of Lord, Now Lettest (St. Symeon’s
Prayer), one by contemporary composer Nicholas Reeves and the other
by Sergei Rachmaninoff. This text is commonly referred to by the first
two words in Latin, Nunc dimittis, and it is used in several liturgical services, particularly Vespers. The elderly Symeon praises God for enabling
him to see Salvation before his death; that is, to see Christ.

Lent can often be a time when Christians reflect more and contemplate
their role with others and their relationship with God. Several works on
the program provide us with guidance and reassurance, including Selig
sind die Toten, Be Still My Soul, and Nia, as well as our final piece, Evening Prayer, which sets the words of St. Augustine.
In the second half of the concert the singers will display how music is
often sung antiphonally in the Eastern Church. One choir will represent
the clergy and the other the congregation. In between these two antiphonal songs is the ancient chant Plotiiu usnuv, sung by a soloist with the
choirs maintaining an ison (drone). This chant is sung during Matins on
Easter morning and it is definitely a melody beloved by the faithful.
Music definitely “feeds” my soul during Lent and I hope the selections
included in this program move and inspire you. Thank you for joining us
for our 10th anniversary concert!

Program
Welcome
Ivan Fedyna
President, Kappella Kyrie Choral Society
Kappella Kyrie Slavic Chamber Choir
All of Creation Rejoices

Kurt Sander (b. 1969)
All of creation rejoices in thee, O full of grace:
the assembly of angels, and the race of men.
O sanctified temple and spiritual paradise,
the glory of virgins,
from whom God was incarnate and became a child—
our God before the ages.
He made thy body into a throne,
and thy womb He made more spacious than the heavens!
All of creation rejoices in thee, O full of grace.
Glory to thee!
(From the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great)
Ныне силы небесныя (Now the Powers of Heaven)
Alexander Sheremetev (1859-1931)

Now the powers of heaven do serve invisibly with us.
Lo, the King of Glory enters.
Lo, the mystical sacrifice is upborne, fulfilled.
Let us draw near in faith and love
and become communicants of life eternal.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
(From the Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts)

Lord, Now Lettest (St. Symeon’s Prayer)
Nicholas Reeves (b. 1981)
Text: Luke 2:29-32
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant
depart in peace, according to Thy word.
For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and the glory of Thy people Israel.
(From Great Vespers)
O vos omnes
Pablo Casals (1876-1973)
Text adapted from Lamentations 1:12
O all you who walk by on the road, pay attention and see:
If there be any sorrow like my sorrow.
The King’s University Chamber Choir
Be Still My Soul
Tune from Finlandia
Arranged by Alan Troy Davis (b. 1985)
“God so Loved the World” from The Crucifixion
Sir John Stainer (1840-1901)
Text: John 3:16-17
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoso believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.
For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through Him might be saved.

Selig sind die Toten (Blessed are the Dead), SWV 391
Heinrich Schütz (1585-1672)
Text: Revelation 14:13
Joachim Segger, organ
“Blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord from now on.”
Yea, the Spirit speaks:
“they rest from their labour,
and their work follows after them.”
Were You There? (Psalms of David)
Traditional
Arranged by Mia Makaroff (b. 1970)
With Psalm 13 by David (and parts of 119:120 and 96:9)

“Purpose (Nia)” from The Nguzo Saba Suite, Op. 41, No. 5
Glenn Burleigh (1949-2007)
Joachim Segger, piano
Why was I born?
Was I born to feed hungry children, or to give shelter to the homeless?
Was I born to be my brother’s keeper, companion to the lonely?
I was born to love the Lord with all my heart,
my soul, my mind and strength.
If I love God, I can love all people.
This is my purpose. Nia.
Why was I born?
Was I born to preach the Gospel, or to care for aging parents?
Was I born to help the unwed mothers, or counsel the prisoner?
I was born to love the Lord with all my heart,
my soul, my mind and strength.
If I love God, I can love all people.
If I love all people, I can love God!
This is my purpose. This is why I sing my song. Nia.

intermission

Instrumental Selection
Joachim Segger, piano
Kappella Kyrie Slavic Chamber Choir
“Ныне отпущаеши” (Lord, Now Lettest Thou), No. 5 from All-Night
Vigil, Op. 37
Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943)
Bryce Hocken, soloist
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant
depart in peace, according to Thy word.
For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
a light to enlighten the Gentiles,
and the glory of Thy people Israel.

“Богородице Дево” (Rejoice, O Virgin), No. 6 from All-Night Vigil,
Op. 37
Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943)
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos,
Mary full of grace, the Lord is with Thee.
Blessed art Thou among women,
and blessed is the Fruit of Thy womb,
for Thou hast borne the Savior of our souls.
Kappella Kyrie and King’s Chamber Choir
Crucifixus
Antonio Lotti (1667-1740)
Text from the “Credo”
Crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate,
He suffered, and was buried.

Благообразний Йосиф (Noble and Pious Joseph)
Myron M. Fedoriv (1907-1996)
Noble and pious Joseph took Your most pure body
down from the cross,
and then he wrapped it in a clean linen shroud,
and with aromatic spices carefully laid it in a new tomb.

Плотію уснув (You fell Asleep as a Mortal Man)
Ukrainian Church Monody from the 16th Century
Kyivan Chant
Bryce Hocken, soloist
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Christ is risen from the dead, trampling death by death,
and to those in the tombs giving life.

Natalia Onyschuk

Donna Noton

Micha Poworoznik

Marah Pantzer

Evening Prayer

Sharon Tarnawsky

Diana Tayler

Darcia Wasarab-Rolland*

Maryan Threndyle

In the flesh You fell asleep as a mortal man,
O King and Lord!
On the third day You did arise,
raising Adam from corruption and destroying death.
O Pasch beyond corruption,
the salvation of the world!
Христос воскрес (Christ is Risen)
Mykola Leontovych (1877-1921)

Ola Gjeilo (b. 1978)
Text by St. Augustine (354-430)
Joachim Segger, piano
Charles Stolte, saxophone
Watch, O Lord,
with those who wake,
or watch or weep tonight,
and give your angels charge
over those who sleep.
Tend your sick ones,
O Lord Jesus Christ;
rest your weary ones;
bless your dying ones;
soothe your suffering ones;
pity your afflicted ones;
shield your joyous ones;
and all for your love’s sake.
Amen.
PLEASE JOIN US FOR A RECEPTION FOLLOWING THE CONCERT.

Bass
Tenor

Paul Batz

Gregory Fedor

Darren Eymundson

Aaron Hill

Ivan Fedyna

Bryce Hocken

Jeremy Forest

Douglas Laver

Cameron Douglas Graham

Andy Tarnawsky

Alvin Hewko
Stephen Hladky

Rehearsal Accompanist

Taras Nohas

Adrienne Eymundson

Gregory Romaniuk

*on leave
+unable to participate in this
concert

Orest Soltykevych+
Vlodko Tarnawsky

Kappella Kyrie Slavic Chamber Choir

In the spring of 2010, Melanie Turgeon and others began assembling
Kappella Kyrie Slavic Chamber Choir. This ensemble explores a
variety of repertoire with a consistent consciousness and commitment
to uphold Slavic sacred music, thus keeping the centuries-old musical
traditions of the Eastern church present in the musical experience of
the broader community.

Kappella Kyrie has performed several concerts to date and they have
served the local community in various ways: caroling at the Stollery
Children’s Hospital and Edmonton’s Maximum Security Institution,
singing the Divine Liturgy at the Marian Centre, performing at Newman
Theological College’s fall Convocation, among other engagements.
They have partnered with various Alberta ensembles, including
Chorale Saint-Jean, The King’s University Chamber Choir, the Richard
Eaton Singers, and the Calgary Youth Orchestra. A unique collaboration
included a concert with renowned Canadian tenor, Benjamin
Butterfield in November 2017. Beyond their immediate choral
community, in May 2014 they toured through Poland, Slovakia, and
Hungary. Kappella Kyrie gained national recognition in the 2015 Choral
Canada National competition by placing second in the Pan-Cultural
Traditions category. They were eligible to reapply in 2019 and were
awarded first in this category.

In June 2019 Kappella Kyrie sang the North American premiere of
Ukrainian Baroque composer, Artem Vedel’s, sacred concerto with
orchestra: ,,Помолихся лицу Твоему всем сердцем моим.’’ The
Vedel’ Concerto was paired with Vivaldi’s famous Gloria and
performed on period instruments at Baroque pitch (415 Hz) in a
concert that received high acclaim!
Kappella Kyrie has uniquely sung sacred repertoire within actual church
services. In celebration of their fifth anniversary, in June 2015, they
sang Rachmaninoff’s famous All-Night Vigil as a church service at two
local Orthodox parishes. This has never been done before in Canada
and possibly even in North America! Similarly, as part of Podium 2016,
Canada’s biennial choral music and conductor’s conference, Kappella
Kyrie was invited to sing The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom.
They chose to share music spanning from the 17th to the 21st century,
and were applauded not only for their creative programming but also
for educating people from a variety of faiths on the Divine Liturgy and
Eastern Christian worship. Kappella Kyrie works hard to increase
awareness of known and lesser known choral compositions, especially
the works of Eastern European composers. At this service they
premiered selections from Ukrainian female composer, Stefania
Turkewich’s “Divine Liturgy” which she composed in 1919. Due to the
fall of communism this composition sat dormant for nearly an entire
century. In November 2018, Kappella Kyrie performed Canadian
composer, Roman Hurko’s Panakhyda (Requiem) for a memorial
service at Edmonton City Hall commemorating the 1932-33 famine in
Ukraine (Holodomor). Choral compositions like Rachmaninoff’s AllNight Vigil and Hurko’s Panakyda are almost exclusively performed as
concert repertoire. Kappella Kyrie has made it an important part of its
mandate to show audiences how these compositions actually function
within worship services.

Biographies

Melanie Turgeon began studying conducting at the age of 16, under the
tutelage of Wolodymyr Kolesnyk, former conductor of Kyiv State Opera
and Ballet Theatre. She holds a Doctor of the Musical Arts Degree in
Choral Music from the University of Illinois, plus she has had the pleasure
of studying with numerous conductors over the past several years.
Dr. Turgeon is Associate Professor of Music and Choral Director at The
King’s University in Edmonton, Alberta. Melanie has conducted many
choirs and ensembles and has presented research at several academic
institutions and conferences both in Canada and internationally. She has
also toured extensively with her choirs, including three very successful
European tours. In addition to her role at King’s, Dr. Turgeon is a member
of the Eparchial Liturgical Commission, where she is responsible for the
incorporation of liturgical music into various publications for the Ukrainian
Catholic Church. She has organized and taught workshops for educating
cantors and has created several resources and publications for this
purpose, most recently a 250-page publication which will be officially
launched later this year. From 2002-2018, she served as Music Director
and Cantor at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Edmonton.
Highlights in Dr. Turgeon’s research endeavors include the publication of a
book entitled, Composing the Sacred in Soviet and Post-Soviet Russia
(2008), and a hymnal with an accompanying five-CD set, Sing to our God
(2008). She has also released three recordings with Heruvymy Ukrainian
Female Quartet and one with King’s Choirs, entitled, The Voice of My
Prayer (2011). In 2010 she founded Kappella Kyrie, a choir primarily

devoted to Slavic sacred music. Melanie is very honored to have gained
national recognition with Kappella Kyrie in the 2019 and 2015 Choral
Canada National Competition by placing 1st in 2019 and 2nd in 2015 in the
Pan-Cultural Traditions Category. Melanie is heavily involved with the
Ukrainian Art Song Project, serving as a producer or co-producer.
Moreover, she has presented at various CD launch concerts and
conferences, including the World Vocal Symposium in St. John’s,
Newfoundland in July 2013, and at an international conference at
Columbia University in February 2017. Melanie has served on the faculty
for the Ukrainian Art Song Project’s Summer Institute in Toronto for the
past three summers.

The King’s University Music Department in Edmonton, Alberta has an
outstanding program that includes three performing choral ensembles:
The King’s University Concert Choir, Chamber Choir, and Community
Chorus. The Concert Choir was established in the founding year of the
College, 1979, the Chamber Choir was added in 1990, and in 2007 a
Community Chorus began. These ensembles perform both accompanied
and a cappella music of differing styles, in several languages, and from
various centuries. Since 2002, The King’s University Choral Program has
gained great momentum under the full-time leadership of Dr. Melanie
Turgeon, presently including a total of 85 choristers. Every year they
perform at least one major concert, and also enjoy participating in
worship services at King’s and beyond campus. The choirs have served the
community in a variety of ways and they have also collaborated with
numerous local ensembles including The Edmonton Youth Orchestra, Pro
Coro Canada, Shumayela, Dnipro Choir, Mission Hill Brass, Strathcona
String Quartet, Orchestra Borealis, among others.
Both the Concert and Chamber Choirs have toured extensively within
Canada. In 2011, The King’s Chamber Choir embarked on the first
international tour to Germany. It resulted in great audience enthusiasm
and appreciation from Heidelberg to Berlin for their program of Canadian
choral music. In May 2014 they toured to Poland, Slovakia, and Hungary
with Kappella Kyrie Slavic Chamber Choir. This tour program presented an
outstanding assortment of Ukrainian repertoire, including several
contemporary Ukrainian works, balanced with a variety of Canadian and
American selections from the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. To
acknowledge the 10th Anniversary of The King’s Community Chorus, all
three choirs toured to The Netherlands in May 2018.

Once described by Classical Music magazine as a musician of “dazzling
commitment and versatility,” Charles Stolte enjoys a richly varied career
as a saxophonist, composer and teacher. Reviews long ago in the Chicago
Tribune lauded him as a “talented performer with glossy technique and
bluesy charm,” and he still enjoys frequent support from the Canadian
provincial and national governments for his composition projects and performance tours. CBC radio used to broadcast his performances and compositions back when they thought it was important to support Canadian
classical music, but he and his music still enjoy performances across North
America, in Europe and Asia. Dr. Stolte is Professor of Saxophone, Music
History and Composition at The King's University in Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada.
Joachim Segger is a renowned Canadian pianist who performs extensively
as soloist and collaborative artist. Segger was awarded the coveted Performer’s Certificate as well as Bachelor and Master of Music Degrees at
the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY, where he performed Prokofiev’s Second Piano Concerto with the Eastman Philharmonia. As winner
of the New York Canadian Women’s Club competition he performed a solo
recital in Carnegie Recital Hall, NY. Dr. Segger studied piano at the Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria, and at the University of Alberta, Canada where
he received the Doctorate of Music. Primary mentors and teachers were
Ernesto Lejano, Cecile Genhart, Kurt Neumüller, Helmut Brauss and
Menahem Pressler. He recorded the Ravel G Major Piano Concerto with
the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra and performed numerous concertos
with the ESO and the Edmonton Youth Orchestra. His solo piano CD, Bravato, includes works by Haydn, Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Brahms and
Ginastera. Segger performs throughout North America, Europe, South
Africa and Asia.
Dr. Segger is Professor of the Music at The King's University, Edmonton,
Alberta where he has been a tenure-track faculty member since 1984. As
organist he is well-known and sought as performer and clinician for service playing and improvisation.
Joachim Segger and Marnie Giesbrecht are Duo Majoya. Their repertoire
includes piano duets, organ duets and duets for organ and piano. Concert
programs are eclectic and innovative, including a broad range of original,
commissioned and arranged works. They have performed extensively in
North America, Europe, South Africa and Asia. For more information on
Joachim Segger, Duo Majoya, concerts, YouTube performances and
CDs, visit; www.duomajoya.com.
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Sing with us!
Kappella Kyrie is holding voice placements for the
2020 -2021 season. If you are interested, please
contact our Artistic Director Melanie Turgeon at
melanie.turgeon@kingsu.ca

We also want to express our
sincerest thanks to our sponsors
Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta
Alberta Ukrainian Commemorative Society
Alberta Foundation for the Arts

Thank You
Darren Eymundson for helping out in countless ways.
Adrienne Eymundson for serving as our accompanist this year.
Katrina Tarnawsky for looking after all our social media.
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